Unit1

Stepping into the Colorful Metro World

Unit Objectives




_Warming-up

Look at the following pictures carefully. Try to find the different letters used in these logos and
guess the full spelling.

_ Speaking |

Task 1 Work in pairs. Read the following short dialogues and try to imitate by using the
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new words and expressions.

: Hnmm...

: Do you know when the Beijing Subway was built?
: It is said that it was built in 1965.

: Wow, surely it has the longest history. What do you know about the Shanghai Metro Line 11?
, I think it has the longest running line.

: Excuse me, where can I get a ticket?

: You can buy it on the machine. It’s over there.

: Thanks. By the way, can I pay in US dollars?

: ’m sorry, but we don’t accept foreign currency.

: Sorry for being late and keep you waiting, Madam.
: That’s all right. How did you get here?




Q Unit 1 Stepping into the Colorful Metro World

/.

A: By bus. That was really a terrible experience.

B: Next time you can try the metro instead. We have a subway station right near the office building.

New Words and Expressions

underground [,anda'graund] n. Ak

It is said (that) Pt
running line BT
foreign currency A
subway station Hgk

Task 2 Work in pairs. Read aloud the following dialogue and answer the questions. Perform

it with your partner.

A: Excuse me, Madam. Can I take the subway to go to Tianjin Normal University?

B: Yes. You have to get off at Daxuecheng Station.

A: Shall I take Line 6 or Line 3?

B: Take Line 3. It saves you a lot of time, or you will have to change the line during the journey.

A: How much is the fare?

B: 2—4 yuan, accordingly. You can get a ticket from the fare vending machines. They are right
beside the entrance.

A: What should I do with the ticket?

B: It’s like a coin. You can swipe it through the fare gate to get in.

A: I see. Thanks a lot.

Questions:

1. How can the passenger get to Tianjin Normal University?
2. Where are the fare vending machines?

3. How can the passenger make the fare gate open?

New Words and Expressions

fare [feo] n. 2% H
swipe [swaip] V. Rl (4
fare vending machine B
fare gate RS ] 7]

Task 3 Work by yourself. Answer the following questions orally in your own words.
1. Can you introduce the metro in your own city?
2. Have you ever given directions to a stranger who asked you for help?

3. Can you list some of the characteristics of the subway?




[ Listening

Task 1 John Smith came across his old friend Lucy the other day. Listen to the conversation
twice and decode the message by finding out the correct choices according to what

you have heard.

John Smith and Lucy have known each other for a long time. In fact, they were classmates
in training center/high school/ college. Lucy is now working as a station staff in a railway station/
subway station/bus terminal. John happens to drop his metro card/debit card/membership card,
which cannot be found anymore in the crowd. Lucy explains to John that the card is non-resident/
non-profit/non-registered so that he has to apply for a new one. After paying for a 20 yuan deposit/

saving/payment and a charge of 80 yuan, John solves his problem and invites Lucy to dinner.

Task 2 Listen to the conversation and fill in the blanks according to what you have heard.

John: Excuse me? | am wondering if [ could ask for some help.

Lucy: Yes, of course. So what can I do for you?

John: Hey, Lucy! It’s me, John Smith. We used to be 1 three years ago.

Lucy: Oh, John! You’ve changed a lot so that 2 . How’s everything? Did you go to
college after finishing the training program?

John: No, actually I started a business after that. How about you?

Lucy: Well, 3 and got a job here in this station as a staff after graduation.

John: That is wonderful. Oh, by the way, 4 . I tried to find it; however, there are so
many people that I cannot find it anymore. What can I do?

Lucy: I’m sorry, but 5 . You have to apply for a new one.

John: OK. I want it right now.

Lucy: No problem. There should be 6 , and a 20 yuan minimum for the first charge.

John: Thank you. Here’s 100 yuan. The 80 yuan left is for the charge.

Lucy: Here you are. 7 , John.

John: I will. Hmm..., I am thinking of asking you to dine out tonight. May I have such a
pleasure?

Lucy: Wow, it’s really 8 . Maybe we can exchange our phone numbers and talk about
this later.

Task 3 Listen to a short broadcast twice and during the second listening, put back the missing

words in the blanks.

Dear 1 , welcome to Tianjin Metro. You can take the train with 2 tickets
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or stored-value tickets. A single ticket can only be used on the day of 3 and at the station
where you buy it or it is 4 . Each stored-value ticket can only be used by one person each
time. If you fail to exit the station 5 minutes, an 6 of the highest ticket price will
be 7 when you exit. If you have any questions about the ticket, please ask the ticket office

or 8 for help. Thank you.

Task 4 Listen to five topic-related sentences and match them with their Chinese translation.

Then write down the sentences on the textbook.

1. a. TH B &S AR T

2. b IS IRAFAFEARESE, FRATIAE ki 1 i
3. c HUBRELRRAL AT WP RS G ALY AR
4. dATITF, ISR EIFP R R R A LS
5. e. TH R 1E 8 (05 A L N HEBA B 4=
Sentences:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

[ Intensive Reading |

Task 1 Before reading the passage, try to think about the following questions.

1. What is urban rail transit?

2. What are the advantages of urban rail transit?

A Brief Introduction to the Development of Urban Rail Transit

Urban rail transit is a general term, which refers to electric-powered, wheel-rail public
transportation with high capacity and speed. It usually includes subway (also known as metro or
underground), light rail, maglev and monorail.

Urban rail transit has become the backbone of urban public transportation due to its low-
energy consumption, high efficiency, great safety, high carrying capacity, less pollution and great
convenience.

The first subway line in the world was built in London in the year of 1863, whereas the first line
in China was put into operation in Beijing in 1969. Nowadays, the subway has become an essential
means of transportation in more than 100 cities in over 20 countries, including the UK, the USA,

Japan, France, Germany, etc.




In recent years, urban rail transit is booming in China, with a total 3649.88 km line in service in
30 cities and 6557.93 km under construction. The total length is scheduled to be 10207.81 km in 43
cities across the country in the near future.

The Tianjin Metro is the rapid transit system in the city of Tianjin, which was the second
city (after Beijing) in China to operate a subway system. Opened in 1984, the system now has 5
operating lines and 112 stations spanning 166 km. The lines are jointly operated by two rapid transit
companies, namely the Tianjin Metro Group Co. Ltd and the Binhai Mass Transit Development Co.
Ltd. The former mainly operates lines in the downtown, while the latter operates lines that serve the
Binhai New Area and Tianjin Economic and Technological Development Area (TEDA).

The following are brief introductions of the present lines.

Line 1 was built upon the old surface-level line, and was opened in 2006, spanning 26.2 km
with 22 stations.

Line 2 was opened for trial operations on 1 July 2012. Due to a structural accident in
Jianguodao Station, Line 2 was operated as two separate sections from July 2012 to 28 August 2013,
when the affected station opened after being rebuilt. The line is 22.7 km long with 19 stations.

Line 3, running southeast-northwest, was opened on 1 October 2012. It is 22.3 km long with
21 stations. 20 km of track is underground, with 1.2 km at ground level and the rest on clevated
viaducts. Of the 21 stations, one is elevated, one is at ground level and the other 19 are underground.

Line 5, north from Beichen Science Park North Station, south to Xiqing District Li qizhuang
South Station, with a total length of 35km, 28 stations.

Line 6 runs from Xinwaihuandonglu to Xianshuigu.The full line is under construction and will be
50.1 km long with 38 stations. The first 8-station section of the line from Changhong Gongyuan to Nancuiping
was opened in August 2016. The second section from Nansunzhuang to Changhong Gongyuan was opened on
December 31, 2016. Line 6, together with Line 5 will form a loop around Tianjin.

Line 9 is an east-west line running just north of the Haihe River. It was opened in 2004,
spanning 52.8 km with 19 stations. The line is operated by Tianjin Binhai Mass Transit Development
Co. Ltd and provides interchange to the TEDA Tram line. Line 9 was suspended after damage from
the August 2015 explosions, and resumed operation on December 16 from Tianjin Railway Station to

Tianjin Pipe Corporation Station.
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New Words and Expressions

urban ['3:bon] adj. AR THIN
capacity [ko'pasati] n. i AHE
maglev ['meglev] n. A= D D
monorail ['mpnoureil] n. PARh . AR
backbone ['bakboun] n. HRE, B O
consumption [ken'sampfn] n. HPE; FER
efficiency [1'fifnsi] n. BOR, RLHE
essential [1'senfl] adj. AR IR
boom [buim] V. KABRERER ; PO R
construction [kon'strakfn] n. FEHY); ik
operate ['Dparert] v B BE;, &5, §H
former ['forma(r)] adj. HIE W) BER
downtown [,daun'taun] n. O X (i) Bk X
latter ['leeto(1)] adj. JaHE
surface ['s3:fis] n. FKim; HhER; HimE
span [spa&n] n. PSR — Bt

v, 5 SO [ B 2 (1]
trial ['trarol] n. R
structural ['straktforal] adj. gtk () m, 5
elevate ['elivert] V. 258 1Rt
viaduct ['varodakt] n. EAE GREAZEL)
loop [lu:p] n. B, %
interchange ['mtotferndz] n. T, K HaEASIIRARE X
tram [trem] n. AP AHIA
suspend [so'spend] V. iE; E%
explosion [1k'splou3n] n. BRIE, MEH
resume [r1'zjum] V. HFTT IR 44k
urban rail transit IR BB
refer to Wk HRINE
due to T
put into operation AT

in service EM AT &7
be scheduled to Wi, W, TR




Task 2 Answer the following questions according to the passage.
1. What is urban rail transit?
2. What are the advantages of urban rail transit?
3. When and where was the first subway line built in the world?
4. When was the Line 3 of Tianjin subway opened?

5. How long will the total length of urban rail lines be in China?

Task 3 Translate the following Chinese into English.
1. Sl uE A
2. W= %
3. HEI A
4. %8
5. Mgk
6. fKfE
7. L
8.
9.

A

T

I

iy
A
st
10. 152 8 4

Task 4 Fill in the blanks with the proper words given below and change the form if necessary.

maglev  elevate interchange structure consume
capacity efficient  monorail loop essential

1. Passengers can to Line 2, 3 and 9 at Tianjin Railway Station.

2. We should the quality in order to enlarge the sales amount.

3. The explosion caused little damage to the office towers themselves.

4. The region is valued for its coal and vast electricity-generating

5. The road went in a huge around the lake.

6. Chongqing system is one of the key projects in the development of west China.
7. It was achieved with minimum fuss and maximum

8. The meat was condemned as unfit for human

9. You can take the train at Pudong Airport.

10. The authorities have said they will attempt to maintain services.
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Task 5 Translate the following passage into Chinese.

The Tianjin Metro is the rapid transit system in the city of Tianjin, which was the second
city (after Beijing) in China to operate a subway system. Opened in 1984, the system now has 6
operating lines and 139 stations spanning 201 km. The lines are jointly operated by two rapid transit
companies, namely the Tianjin Metro Group Co. Ltd and the Binhai Mass Transit Development Co.
Ltd. The former mainly operates lines in the downtown, while the latter operates lines that serve the

Binhai New Area and Tianjin Economic and Technological Development Area (TEDA).

Project

This project aims to go through the process of a job interview. The whole task is carried out by
two parties. One party plays the role of the interviewers, including two or three persons, while the

other is the interviewee. Please follow the Task Description to complete the project.

Task Description

Step 1
* Organize a small group of 4 students in your class;
* Divide the people into different roles, namely HR manager, staff A, staff B and an interviewee.
Step 2
* Discuss with group members about what kind of questions should be asked in the interview;
* Discuss how to answer questions in a job interview.
Step 3

* Act out the interview;

* Summarize tips about how to survive an interview.

Extensive Reading

The London Underground

The London Underground (also known simply as the Underground, or by its nickname the
Tube) is a public rapid transit system serving London and some parts of the adjacent counties of
Buckinghamshire, Essex and Hertfordshire in the United Kingdom.

The world’s first underground railway, the Metropolitan Railway, which opened in 1863, is now
part of the Circle, Hammersmith & City and Metropolitan lines; the first line to operate underground
electric traction trains, the City & South London Railway in 1890, is now part of the Northern line.
The network has expanded to 11 lines, and in 2015—2016 carried 1.34 billion passengers, making

it the world’s 11th busiest metro system. The 11 lines collectively handle approximately 4.8 million
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passengers a day.

The system’s first tunnels were built just below the surface, using the cut-and-cover method;
later, smaller and roughly circular tunnels—which gave rise to its nickname, the Tube—were dug
through at a deeper level. The system has 270 stations and 250 miles (400 km) of track. Despite its
name, only 45% of the system is actually underground in tunnels, with much of the network in the
outer environs of London being on the surface. In addition, the Underground does not cover most
southern parts of Greater London, with less than 10% of the stations located south of the River
Thames.

The early tube lines, originally owned by several private companies, were brought together
under the “Underground” brand in the early 20th century and eventually merged along with the sub-
surface lines and bus services in 1933 to form London Transport under the control of the London
Passenger Transport Board (LPTB). The current operator, London Underground Limited (LUL), is
a wholly owned subsidiary of Transport for London (TfL), the statutory corporation responsible for
the transport network in Greater London. As of 2015, 92% of operational expenditure is covered by
passenger fares. The Travelcard ticket was introduced in 1983 and Oyster, a contactless ticketing

system, in 2003. Contactless card payments were introduced in 2014.

Task 1 Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F) according to the

passage.

) 1. The London Underground provides service only in the city of London.

) 2. The London Underground system is the busiest in the world.

(

(

( ) 3. The system’s first tunnels used the cut-and-cover method and later circular ones.

( ) 4. The current operator of the London Underground is London Underground Limited (LUL).
(

) 5. Only a small amount of the operational expenditure is covered by passenger fares as

the most is sponsored by the government.
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Task 2

1. Try to search for more information of the London Underground and give a detailed
description to the class.
2. Try to search for more information about the underground systems all over the world and

discuss their history and development.
Writing

Invitation

Invitations are mostly written to invite people to attend certain events, such as a dinner party, a
graduation ceremony or an opening ceremony, etc. It should include at least five parts:

1. inviter—people or organization who send the invitation

2. place—where the event will happen

3. time—when the event will take place

4. invitee—people who are invited

5. event—what the occasion is about

Sometimes, if a reply is needed, RSVP (means reply please) is necessary at the end of the letter.

Task 1 Read the following samples of invitation letters and learn to write your own.
Sample 1

Dear Sam,
We would be very glad if you could come to dinner with us at our apartment at about 6:00 p.m.
on Thursday, Sept. 22nd. We look forward to seeing you.
Yours,

Linda and Bob
Sample 2

March 1st
Dear Prof. Smith
There will be a meeting of our drama group at 5 p.m. on Friday afternoon, March 6 in
our classroom, Room 302 in the teaching building to discuss which play to put on for the English
Evening. We would like to hear your suggestions and comments and hope you would come if you
possibly could.
Class monitor

Song Ping

11
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Task 2 Translate the following invitation letter into English.

AL 1) S T S A
IRFEEBITESIMBANNFE . SAFMZUCET 12 A 20 HE 24 HAEGEZHW R 2
1o BEfEAF ESWRITEANG . B2 HE ROl 555 st
WRITE, HRIERMBATER TS, BOEAIEER.
TEER
HH T
20204 11 H 1 H

Task 3 Suppose you are going to graduate in June. Try to write an invitation letter to invite
your friend Bob to join your graduation ceremony in the college auditorium at

3:00 p.m. on June 25th.

/

 Leisure Time |

\
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A Voice Never Dying Away

A widow’s wish to hear her late husband’s voice again has prompted London’s subway system
to restore a 40-year-old recording of the subway’s famous “mind the gap” announcement. The
Underground, also known as the Tube, tracked down the voice recording by Oswald Lawrence after
his widow, Margaret McCollum, approached its staff and told them what it meant to her.

McCollum, 65, said she used to frequently visit Embankment station or plan her journeys
around the stop to listen to Lawrence’s voice, even before his death in 2007. She was taken aback in
November when she noticed it had been replaced by a different voice.

“Lawrence was a drama school graduate when he auditioned for the Tube recording,” she said.
“He went on to become a theater actor and then worked for a tour and cruise company. After he died,
I would stay on the platform, just sit and listen to it again,” she added. “It was a huge comfort. It was
very special.”

When McCollum approached a Tube worker, she was told the station had a new broadcast
system and it could not use the old recording anymore.

But Nigel Holness, director of London Underground, said its staff has been so moved by

McCollum’s story that they dug up the recording and gave the widow a copy of the announcement on

A\ N
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a CD for her to keep. Tube staff is also working to restore Lawrence’s announcement at the station.

The Tube’s automated “mind the gap” messages, voiced by various actors, have accompanied
countless London commuter journeys since the 1960s. Train drivers and staff made the warnings
themselves before that.

McCollum said she has been overwhelmed by the media attention to her story, and hoped that
she could hear Lawrence’s voice in the Tube again soon.

“I’'m very pleased in Oswald’s memory that people are interested,” she said. “He was a great
London transport user all his life. He would be amused and touched and delighted to know he’s back

where he belonged.”
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